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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER 2019 

AT 19:30 IN THE BALCONY ROOM OF THE VILLAGE HALL. 

 

PRESENT:  Cllrs N. Roberts (Chair), S. Lewis (Vice-Chair), H. Wood, R. Meeson, 

   R. Vincent, B. Taggart, S. Woffenden, P. Polák, E. Edwards 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: R. Hamill (Clerk), 6 members of the public 

 

 

63) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr C. Wilton.  

The Council unanimously accepted the absent Councillor’s reason for their absence. 

 

64) PUBLIC FORUM & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 
 

Patchwork Studios & Garrison Gallery 

Tom & Andy informed the Council of the activities being done at Maker by Patchwork Studios, Garrison Gallery 

and others. Tom detailed the facilities available in the Soldier’s Quarters of the Barrack Block, including a gallery 

space (that is hoped to be open Spring 2020), a community performance venue called Patchwork Lounge, and a 

recording studio – collectively a Creative Community Centre / Art Centre and inclusive social hub. 

Cllr Taggart commented that he was unaware of a lot of what was going on at Maker and suggested that a 

newsletter may be helpful to clarify what groups and companies are at Maker and what each of them do. Tom 

agreed that publicity needed to be farther reaching to engage more people across the peninsula. The Clerk 

added that the Council regularly shares events & activities happening in Millbrook and the surrounding 

Parishes and would gladly publicise events taking place at Maker. 

 

Plastic Free Rame – Surfers Against Sewage 

Ahead of item 70, Hazel from Plastic Free Rame described the charity Surfers Against Sewage, its goals and 

what is required for the Rame Peninsula to achieve plastic free status. She detailed the 5 objectives of the 

scheme: 
 

• Local Governance – Local council passes a resolution supporting the journey to Plastic Free Community 

status.  

• Resistance Hubs - Local Businesses – Work with businesses in your community to help them reduce 

single-use plastics.  

• Plastic Free Allies – Inspire the wider community to spread the plastic-free message. 

• Plastic Free Rallies – Mobilise your community. Hold a clean-up, mass unwrap or other events to raise 

awareness. 

• Set up a Steering Group – Form a group of local stakeholders and meet at least twice a year to take 

your community campaign forward. 
 

Hazel added that many local businesses, schools and groups had already agreed to work toward Plastic Free 

status. 
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Traffic & Transport – Mr R Bews 

Offering advice relating to item 71, Mr Bews informed the Council that it was his understanding that Cornwall 

Council / Cormac are not in favour of roadside clutter [i.e. excessive free-standing or mounted signage], with 

which he agrees. He therefore suggested that if the Parish Council was requesting new signage, it be signage 

painted on the highway, the likes of which he had observed in other parts of the country. Mr Bews added that 

segregating cyclists, motorists & pedestrians was also something he’d observed elsewhere. The Chair asked 

that Mr Bews provide some visual representation of his suggestions.  

Finally, Mr Bews sought confirmation that there had not yet been a formal report from the Council’s Traffic & 

Transport Working Group. The Chair confirmed that there had not. 

 

Mobile Phone Mast at Millbrook Football Club 

2 parishioners wished to understand more about item 67K and to raise objections to the installation of a mobile 

phone mast at the football club. The Chair advised that this matter would be discussed in detail by the Council 

under the relevant item on the agenda and suggested that those interested remain to hear the latest 

information. 

 

Appointment to Cornwall Council Standards Committee – Cllr Wood 

Cllr Wood informed the Council that, following his successful application to County Hall, he had been 

appointed to be a Parish Council Representative on Cornwall Council’s Standards Committee. The Chair and 

other members of the Council congratulated Cllr Wood on his appointment. 

 

65) DECLARATION OF INTERESTS, GIFTS & DISPENSATIONS IF REQUIRED 

The Chair and Cllr Taggart both declared pecuniary interests in item 68A. 

 

66) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

A) MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL 15/10/19 

It was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Woffenden that the minutes were a true and 

accurate record. Motion carried unanimously by all members present at the meeting. 

 

67) MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES & REVIEW OF ACTIONS 
 

A) DEVOLVEMENT OF WEST STREET PLAY PARK AREA 

Cornwall Council’s waste contract is in the process of being renegotiated. The Clerk has spoken to the 

Community Link Officer to ensure that the Parish Council’s intent to take on this area is not forgotten. 

B) BARBEQUE SLAB OPPOSITE LIME KILN 

Groundworks Contractor to install. 

C) REPLACEMENT OF TENNIS COURT KICKBOARDS 

No update. 

D) DISABLED BAY FOR VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK 

Seeking combined quotations for this, 67E and a dedicated parking bay for the pharmacy’s van. 

E) REPAINTING OF RED WALKWAY IN VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK 

See item 67D. 

F) REMOVAL OF BOLLARDS IN WEST STREET CAR PARK 

Complete. 
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G) OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT 

Report on outdoor gym equipment: http://www.millbrook-pc.gov.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/Outdoor-gym-report-for-Parish-Council-mtg-2019.11.19.pdf  

H) USE OF HERBICIDES TO CONTROL WEEDS 

Audit of areas in which the Council wishes to control weeds completed by Cllrs Taggart & Lewis. 

Quotations for various methods of weed control will be sought before the next meeting of the full 

Council. 

I) HEIGHT RESTRICTION BARRIER IN GREENLAND 

Awaiting installation. 

J) CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY 

I. ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS FOR THE VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK 

Draft lease agreement received for review by the Council. 

II. WATER BOTTLE REFILL STATION 

Quotation for installation received from a WIAPs plumber in Plymouth. It was agreed that at 

least 2 further quotations are sought ahead of the equipment’s expected WRAS approval in 

January. 

Cllr Taggart wished to point out that when the Council declared a Climate Emergency, it did not set a 

target date for carbon neutrality. Target dates vary by organisation: 
 

• UK Government:  2050 

• Cornwall Council:  2030 

• Climate Action Groups: 2025 
 

Cllr Taggart suggested that the Council align to Cornwall Council’s target of 2030. 

K) MOBILE PHONE MAST AT THE FOOTBALL CLUB 

Despite the Council considering this matter closed following the Millbrook Football Club’s statement 

that they were no longer pursuing the matter, it had since received direct correspondence from the 

company working on behalf of Vodafone & Telefonica – Galliford Try. It stated that its clients intend to 

pursue this site, quoting the Digital Communications Act 2017. The Clerk summarised the situation, 

stating that even if the Council did not agree to lease the land for the installation of a mast, it may 

need to defend its decision in court should the operators decide to pursue it. He added that the mast 

would also require planning permission. There was a consensus amongst members that the proposed 

site was wholly unsuitable for a ~18m mast for several reasons, including (but not limited to): 
 

• Policy 13 of the Rame Peninsula Neighbourhood Plan seeks to protect Millbrook Lake and 

Green Space for current and future generations. It states, “Millbrook Lake and its surrounding 

green area, including the playing fields, is designated as a Local Green Space and must be 

protected and enhanced as a public open space and amenity area. 

• The area in question is a historic landfill site in a flood zone that is unlikely to provide sound 

foundations for such a tall structure without extensive works, and perhaps not even then. Given 

the proximity of the proposed mast to the lake and playing fields, this raises serious safety 

concerns. 

• The impact the proposed structure could have on local wildlife, especially the Kingfishers 

(protected by The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981) that nest adjacent to the area in question. 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Roberts and seconded by Cllr Edwards that the Council does not wish to enter 

into negotiations to lease the land at the football club for the installation of a mobile phone mast. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

http://www.millbrook-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Outdoor-gym-report-for-Parish-Council-mtg-2019.11.19.pdf
http://www.millbrook-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Outdoor-gym-report-for-Parish-Council-mtg-2019.11.19.pdf
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L) YOUTH FOOTBALL ON GRASSED AREA BY THE LAKE 

The Chair stated that she’d been told anecdotally by a parishioner that attempts had been made to use 

this area as a football pitch in the past, but that when preparing the surface, waste from the historic 

landfill was raked up making it unfeasible. Soil toxicity report received from Cllr Polák – to be shared 

with all members. 

M) VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK HEIGHT RESTRICTION BARRIERS 

Awaiting installation. 

N) CHANGE OF VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK REGULATIONS 

It was proposed by Cllr Roberts and seconded by Cllr Wood that the Council provides the new owner 

of Lower Garage with a key to the planned height restriction barriers to allow access to their premises, 

with the condition that none of their commercial vehicles are to be parked in spaces provided for the 

use of the public. Motion carried with 1 against. 

O) REPLACEMENT OF COUNCIL NOTICEBOARDS 

The new noticeboards are being manufactured and are expected to be delivered December / January. 

Removal & installation of the old noticeboards is still to be arranged. The Clerk also suggested that 

members consider donating the old noticeboards to a community group or organisation. 

P) MOBILE SPEED ADVSORY INITIATIVE 

Email to be circulated to Councillors asking for suggested areas. 

 

68) FINANCE 

 

A) APPROVAL & PAYMENT OF BILLS AS PRESENTED AT THE MEETING (APPENDIX A) 
 

The Chair & Cllr Taggart left the room at 20:30. 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Wood that the bills be paid as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously. 
 

The Chair & Cllr Taggart returned to the room at 20:31. 
 

B) MONTHLY BUDGET (APPENDIX B) 

The Council took note of its financial position. The Clerk clarified that the deficit showing for the 

Neighbourhood Plan would be reduced once the other Parishes had contributed. 
 

C) DOES THE COUNCIL AGREE TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 2020/21 

BUDGET & PRECEPT? 

It was proposed by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr Roberts that the Council agrees to the Finance 

Committee’s recommendations for the 2020/21 budget & precept. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

69) DOES THE COUNCIL AGREE TO THE TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP’S 

RECOMMENDATION REGARDING THE TANYARD? 

The Chair of the Traffic & Transport Working Group updated the Council on this matter. It was proposed by Cllr 

Wood and seconded by Cllr Roberts that the matter be deferred until the next meeting of the full Council. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

70) DOES THE COUNCIL WISH TO SUPPORT THE PLASTIC FREE RAME INITIATIVE BY: 
 

A) REMOVING SINGLE-USE PLASTIC ITEMS FROM ITS PREMISES? 

It was proposed by Cllr Roberts and seconded by Cllr Lewis that the Council removes single-use plastic 

items from its premises. Motion carried unanimously. 
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B) ENCOURAGING PLASTIC-FREE INITIATIVES, PROMOTING THE CAMPAIGN AND SUPPORTING EVENTS? 

It was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Polák that the Council encourages plastic-free 

initiatives, promotes the campaign and supports events. Motion carried with 1 abstention. 
 

C) APPOINTING A REPRESENTATIVE TO THE PLASTIC FREE RAME STEERING GROUP? 

It was proposed by Cllr Roberts and seconded by Cllr Woffenden that Cllr Roberts and Cllr Lewis be 

appointed representatives to the Plastic Free Rame Steering Group. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

71) DOES THE COUNCIL AGREE TO INSTALL A ‘PEDESTRIANS IN ROAD’ WARNING SIGN ON THE 

B3247 OUTSIDE LOWER BARN? 

The Clerk clarified the background to this item. He then conveyed Cormac’s suggestion to replace the existing 

‘Risk of Falling Rocks’ signs with ‘Pedestrians in Road’ signs. However, there was a consensus that these should 

remain following a recent incident of falling rocks in this area. Cllr Taggart proposed that the Council 

investigate the feasibility of road surface signage, as suggested in the Public Forum by Mr Bews. It was 

proposed by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr Woffenden that the Council agrees to facilitate some form of 

‘Pedestrians in Road’ warning signage in this area. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

72) CAPITAL & MAINTENANCE 
 

A) DOES THE COUNCIL APPROVE OF ANY OF THE QUOTATIONS FOR THE REPAIR OF THE SURFACE 

IN WEST STREET CAR PARK? 

It was proposed by Cllr Woffenden and seconded by Cllr Polák that the Council accepts the quotation 

from Contractor A for the repair of the surface in West Street Car Park. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

B) DOES THE COUNCIL APPROVE ANY OF THE QUOTATIONS TO HAVE THE LADIES TOILETS 

REPAINTED? 

It was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Woffenden that the matter be deferred pending 

further details on the second quotation. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

73) DOES THE COUNCIL APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A TOW BAR, WHICH WOULD BE FITTED TO 

COUNCILLOR WOOD’S CAR, ALLOWING THE COUNCIL’S TRAILER TO BE UTILISED? 

THE ESTIMATED COST IS £450.00 INCLUDING FITTING. 

Cllr Taggart stated that he thought the Council had previously funded a tow bar for former Cllr Creese’s vehicle 

and suggested that, if this was the case, it be recovered and installed on Cllr Wood’s vehicle. It was proposed by 

Cllr Roberts and seconded by Cllr Polák that if former Cllr Creese was previously provided with a tow bar 

funded by the Council, this be recovered and installed on Cllr Wood’s vehicle. If he was not, the Council agrees 

to purchase and install a new tow bar on Cllr Wood’s vehicle for Council business. Motion carried with 1 

against. 

 

 

There being no other business, the Chair closed the meeting at 21:06. 

 

 

 

 


